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Structure / function, or form / meaning, interface has been transcending cutting 

edge research and discussions in such varied fields as linguistics, neuroscience, 

social sciences, computer sciences and information technologies for several 

decades. The proceedings below present a selection of discussions and research 

findings in linguistics, language acquisition, discourse studies, media studies and 

computer science.  
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What is media discourse? Media discourse refers to interactions that take place through a 

broadcast platform, whether spoken or written, in which the discourse is oriented to a non-
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The participants of a webinar can participate in it just by sitting at home or office and they can 

also clarify their doubts regarding the subject or topic of the webinar. 

To conduct a scientific conference or webinar online, we need to include 7 essential Elements 

of a Webinar - A live event; Online attendees; Interaction and participation; Streamed video 

of a speaker; Slides; Audio; Webinar software. 

Language in scientific publications and webinars  

Like scientific papers, oral presentations at a conference or internal seminar are for sharing 

your research work with other scientists. They, too, must convince the audience that the 

research presented is important, valid, and relevant to them. To this end, oral presentations — 

like papers — must emphasize both the motivation for the work and the outcome of it, and 

they must present just enough evidence to establish the validity of this outcome. Also like 

papers, they must aim to inform, not impress. 

In contrast, presentations differ from papers in at least three ways: They are more localized in 

space and time, they impose a sequence and rhythm on the audience, and they normally 

include some level of interaction. These three differences affect the selection of a 

presentation's content. 

Unless they are recorded or broadcast, presentations have a more clearly defined audience than 

papers: They address "the people in the room," here and now. The audience might still be 

diverse, but less so than for papers. Papers can be forwarded in unpredictable ways and may 
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be read many years from now, so they should be lasting and largely self-contained. In contrast, 

presentations can have more specific purposes. For example, a presentation at a conference 

normally aims to present recent advances, whereas a presentation at a PhD symposium aims 

to inform other PhD students (in other fields) of one student's line of research. 

Whereas papers can be read in any order and at the reader's own pace, presentations impose 

both the sequence and the rhythm of content on their audience. They are therefore harder to 

follow and should be much more selective in what they contain. The idea is not to say out loud 

everything that is already written in the proceedings paper or dissertation. Written documents 

are for convincing with detailed evidence; oral presentations, on the other hand, are for 

convincing with delivery — both verbal and nonverbal. 

Finally, presentations normally include interaction in the form of questions and answers. This 
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evidence to support it. Identifying this main message early in the preparation process is the 

key to being selective in your presentation. For example, when reporting on materials and 

methods, include only those details you think will help convince the audience of your main 

message — usually little, and sometimes nothing at all. 

In scientific language we have synonymous words with usual and oral communication, for 

example: 

Neutral            scientific              Neutral                      scientific 

Goal    target    reduce   decrease 

Study   research   achieve  accomplish 

Results   findings   change   alter, vary 

Area   field    examine  evaluate, study 
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Adverbs – (Adverbs of degree, place, time, Stance, frequency, certainty, manner adverbs) 

however; often; quite; very; also; not; Time – shortly; instantly; simultaneously; recently; 

yesterday; tomorrow; now; later; Manner – seriously; urgently; illegally; unintentionally; 

Certainty – undoubtedly; undeniably; absolutely; Adverbs of degree – totally; extremely; 

completely; Stance- truly; naturally; luckily; apparently; Distancing – supposedly; apparently; 

surprisingly; Frequency- always; usually; normally/generally; 

-
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Semiotics and film/video conventions; Signs, symbols, and icons; Images and illustration; 

Multi-image; Graphic representation 
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Metaphor is not an easy component of communication, it is like finding a new interpretation 

of the words we commonly use. Metaphors are not something that we learn easily, we aren't 

born knowing metaphors: it is like an education that life teaches us. Metaphors end up 

becoming more concrete and coherent ideas that contain different interpretations. We use 

metaphors to describe things with feeling, more emphasis or determination. 

Types of metaphors: 

Visual; written; verbal 

Visual metaphors: 



https://elearningindustry.com/7-tips-use-visual-metaphors-in-elearningb


https://megusprimus.wordpress.com/2015/10/16/illustration-1-exercise-visual-metaphor/
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Example: “Does the flap of a butterfly’s wings in Brazil set off a tornado in Texas?” 

(What Exactly Is The Butterfly Effect? - By Christopher McFadden; 

https://interestingengineering.com/what-exactly-is-the-butterfly-effect  

Apr 25, 2019 

BLACK HOLES 

Scientist: Albert Einstein 

Metaphorical Function: The existence of a dense entity from which nothing, not even light, 

https://interestingengineering.com/what-exactly-is-the-butterfly-effect
https://cosmosmagazine.com/space/the-bright-side-of-black-holes/
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/physics
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/enlightenment
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/newton-s-laws-of-motion
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/gravitation


https://www.dictionary.com/browse/solar-system
https://www.angelfire.com/linux/vjtorley/feser3.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uK0jSpjvsI
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Example: Some selfish genetic elements manipulate the genetic transmission process to their 

own advantage, and so end up being overrepresented in the gametes. 

 “Gravity is like a bowling ball sitting on a bed sheet” - Also brings up the famous Einstein 

analogy of a bowling ball in a mattress as bending space-time. The analogy, say we put a 

bowling ball on a mattress and then roll a marble past it. The marble will fall in towards the 

bowling ball. But what’s causing it to fall in? Gravity! 

(“How accurate are scientific metaphors?”, BBC Radio – Word Of Mouth; 21 Jan 2014; the host 

- Michael Rosen) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b03q8z41  
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Cultural Differences in Humor Perception 

 

Miranda Kukava 

Georgian-American University 

miranda.kukava@gau.edu.ge 

 

Humor is a universal human activity that most people experience many times over the course 

of a typical day. At the same time, there are important cultural influences on the way humor 

is used and the situations that are considered appropriate for laughter. Humor is a universal 

phenomenon, but it also is socially ingrained because it is attached to our nationhood, our 

views and cultural background. Therefore, in order to be able to understand foreign humor, 

one has to have a common understanding frame of that particular language and culture.  

mailto:miranda.kukava@gau.edu.ge
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agreeable: the ones that everyone might find funny. The British humour seems to be taken 

‘the micky’ both out of themselves and others. This may be considered just a bit too 

sophisticated for both Australians and Americans. Perhaps the Brits like hinting at the fact that 

it allows them to show off their intellectual ability and using their famous understatements.  

Moreover, in the West being humourous is a desirable, positive trait of an individual: it makes 

people for example more attractive, more self-aware, and more capable. However, in the East 

the opposite seems true (possibly a left over from Confucianism). For example, Chinese might 

reluctantly admit that they are humorous out of fear of jeopardising social status, and that 

restrictions and seriousness need to be more valued. There seems to be evidence that 

Westerners hold a positive attitude towards humour, whereas their Eastern counterparts look 

at it from a different perspective.   

When we think about the universality of humour, comedies like Mr. Bean come to mind. 

Well-loved around the world, Mr. Bean, the title character, is “a child in a grown man’s body”, 

constantly causing disruption to the problems he tries to solve. The physical comedy in Mr. 

Bean is probably the best example of a universal humour that crosses most cultural boundaries. 

However, play the buffoon like Mr. Bean in your face-to-face international interactions and 

you might find yourself in an awkward situation. Acting in an unexpected and silly manner 

might be a tool commonly used in Britain and America to ease tensions and break the ice but 

in countries like China and Japan, where humour tends to be reserved, this could be seen as 

an inability to be serious and might cause confusion. At the same time, when it comes to 
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Humor in Different Countries, translating a joke from one language to the other is difficult, let 
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Grammatical differences across varieties, languages, and cultures can also cause confusion. For 

example, “I spend my evenings at home anymore.” If you’re not from the US Mid-West, and 

if you are not familiar with their language peculiarities, you are likely to get confused because 

most of us only use anymore in negative statements, such as “I don’t spend my evenings at 

home anymore.” But among some English speakers, anymore can be used in positive 

statements too, where it means something like nowadays or these days. So, “I spend my 

evenings at home anymore” roughly translates as “I spend my evenings at home nowadays.” 

At the other end of the spectrum, are cultures that observe few if any pauses between speaking 

turns. Among Germans, for instance, and New York Jews, it’s quite common for speakers to 

interrupt one another or speak at the same time. Within these cultures, interruptions and 
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Below is a brief analysis of some devices and features involved in a humoristic act: 

Exaggeration or Hyperbole. Blowing something to comical proportions especially when 

stereotypically relatable is one of the commonest and most intuitive forms of humour. In 

mimicry or mockery, a trait’s magnitude, frequency or exclusivity is exaggerated. 

¶ “The city was small. 

¶  

How small? 

 

The Entrance and Exit signs were on the same pole.” 

  

�x
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to multiple interpretations. For a pun to be successful it is necessary that the addressee should 

access more than  

one interpretation of a given utterance based on a special context selection. For example:  

 

¶ A: Why are lawyers all uneasy sleepers?  

B: Because they lie first on one side, and then on the other, and remain wide awake all 

the time.  

                 

 Here the word “lie” is a pun, it can be interpreted differently in the different contexts, one 

refers to the sleeping state, and the other refers to the engagement of lawsuit. In the former 

context, “lie” means a position; while in the latter it means to tell a lie. In this dialogue, speaker 

B exposes the nature of lawyer in an ironic and humorous way. 

 

References: 

Abe, G. (1994). The perception of humor in Japan and the US. Paper Delivered at the 

International Society of Humor Study Conference, Ithaca, NY. 

Bond, M. H. (1996). Handbook of Chinese Psychology. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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How to use humour to break cultural boundaries. Info@leap.london 
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Jiang, F., Yue, X. D., and Lu, S. (2011). Different attitudes toward humor between Chinese andgmatics. Oxford: Oxford Dinese and
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IDIOMATIC AND CHALLENGING IMPERATIVES IN TURKISH 

 

                                                           Sena Kurnaz 

Istanbul Aydın University 

                                                                   senakkurnaz@gmail.com  

 

In this study, we explore two types of imperatives in Turkish, namely Reduplicative 

Imperatives (RI) in (1), having an idiomatic taste as well as what we call Challenging 

Imperatives in (2). 1) [Bırak bırak], gidelim. Drop.IMP.2SG drop.IMP.2SG go ‘Leave it alone, 

let’s go.’ 2) Yiyor-sa ödev-i yap-ma. If you are brave enough homework-ACC. Do-NEG. ‘Do 

not do the homework if you are brave enough.’ Literal Meaning: Do your homework. The 

RI in (1) lacks the directive force and the external argument is not limited to the addressee. 

Although the 2nd person singular imperative form is used in (1), the main predicate can be 

of any person as it lacks number/person agreement. Like in Greek RI’s (Oikonomou, 2020), 

we claim that Turkish RI’s are evidential modifiers and the iterative aspect shows that the 

event is about to change. The second type of imperatives is what we call challenging 

imperatives whose semantics is close but not identical to Difficult Imperatives (Demirok & 

Oikonomou, 2019) as illustrated in (3). 3) Gel de bu gürültüde çalış come.IMP ADD this 

noise-loc study.IMP.2nd.Sig. Literal Meaning: It is difficult to study with this noise. They 

propose that the imperative is actually a MOODP, having a special mood feature that 

restricts the interpretation (Demirok & Oikonomou, 2019). Following the same reasoning, 

mailto:senakkurnaz@gmail.com
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we also assume that the interpretation of challenging imperatives is via an operator, and the 

meaning is that “you should do your homework” although the word by word translation of 

the main clause would be “do not do your homework”. 
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Multimodal discourse analysis was useful approach to observe multiple models of 

communications and texts used in the fake news headlines. This method usage revealed the 

language which is characteristic for fake news. 

Comparative analysis is most important method which was used to compare the language of 

the real and fake news. The implementation of this method revealed the distinction between 

the language of both types of news (fake/real) 

Furthermore, corpus analysis is essential to make comparisons between textual objects and 

linguistic features which are typical for the language of fake news. 

Data  

Data was collected from online sources which were helpful to further investigate the language 

of fake news. Several studies which are already conducted on fake news detection gave another 

assistance to better understand the already existing materials and analysis. Research related 

books were selected to conduct a more accurate study of the subject. The study also introduces 

several fact-checking websites which are crucial to discern fake from real.   

 

Empirical research 

From ancient Rome up to the present day, stories that are not true or are meant to be 
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question who we can trust. After the invention of the printing 
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Figure 1: shows the mainstream news compared to fake news and their engagement on 

Facebook. (Silverman, 2016) 

 

As we see, Fake news are increasingly prevalent in today’s world and we are becoming more 

and more vulnerable to their influence. Therefore, to avoid manipulation we need to be more 

thoughtful consumers of information. But how? The most important part here is detecting the 

fake news, but people can’t always tell the difference, that is why, linguistic characteristics can 

be helpful to identify fake news. As we know, language varies systematically depending on its 

communicative purpose. The grammar of a text, linguistic and stylistic features reflect its 

purpose. This is why language of fake news could be the key to its detection.  
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“X Things You...” → “10 Things You Need to Do Before Buying a House” the most noteworthy 

here is the usage of “you” that makes headline more relatable and intrigues the readers to find 

out more about themselves. 

 “This Is Why..”→ “This Is Why Business Owners are Investing in Bitcoin”. Here the word 

“this” makes people curious about what they will find out after clicking the title. 

“This Is the...”
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Figure 1: displays number of the words (length of sentences )in clickbait and non-clickbait 

headlines. (Abhijnan Chakraborty, 2016) 

 

 

Next, the use of word contractions, stop words, hyperbolic terms and determiners should also 

be considered. Despite the fact that clickbait headlines tend to be longer, the average word 

length is shorter. The reason for the shorter word length in clickbait headlines is the persistent 

use of word shortenings. Word contractions are about twice as more often in clickbait than in 

non-clickbait headlines. Figure 2 shows the percentage of headlines which include word 

contractions where 22% of clickbait titles have word shortenings contrary to non-clickbait, 

where word contractions are almost nonexistent, only 6%.  
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Figure 2: displays the use of word conjunctions, stop words, hyperbolic words and determiners 

in clickbait and non –clickbait headlines. (Abhijnan Chakraborty, 2016): 

 

 

Stop words 



40 
 

Hyperbolic terms are one of the distinguishing features of clickbait news which immediately 

indicate that this or that news is clickbait. According to Van DiJk hyperbole is one of the terms 

referring to the persuasive function of language (Hesmondhalgh, 2006) terms like “you won’t 

believe”, “shocking”, “will change your life forever”, “will blow your mind”, “inspiring”, 

“breathtaking”, “will melt your heart”, “will leave you in tears”, “jaw-dropping” etc., are 

detectors and before you read the news till the end warn you that it is fake. These kinds of 

news consist of the words that are very sensational, sentimental and are extremely positive, 

eye catching. These words altogether represent the hyperbolic terms which are exceedingly 

common in clickbait. Figure 2 shows the percentages of news headlines in both categories 

which where clickbait titles, and represent 22% and non-clickbait only 5%. 

Determiners are part of the functional words that include articles, pronouns, quantifiers, 

demonstratives and numbers. Clickbait headlines often use determiners such as, your, there, 

this, which, my etc. to mention specific things or people like (1) “This is how designers can 

make more money with fewer clients”. The utilization of determiners in clickbait headlines is 

significantly more than is non-clickbait headlines. The main idea of using determiners is to 

arouse the curiosity of readers to reveal what it is about and to persuade them to read the 

article.  

Conditionals, subjunctive mood, modal verbs 

Conditionals or “if clause” sentences are prevalent in clickbait headlines. These kinds of 

statements give you some tips, or advice like (1) “if your guy ever does these 4 things, don’t 
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marry him” Sounds very interesting doesn't it? It seems as if the author wants to give some 

advice that he or she has already experienced. this kind of headlines often contain a listicle 

like in this case. The main focus is the number that tells you the quantity of tips that author is 

willing to name 

Subjunctive mood is also frequently used in clickbait headlines to express some suggestions, 

desires or wishes that have some sentimental connotation and catch your attention. These 

kinds of titles arouse curiosity and by clicking on them you immediately become a victim. E.g. 

“19 Helpful Guides To Simple Life Hacks You'll Wish You Knew Sooner” news like these are 

more attractive to people. They make you more sentimental because of the form. They are 

written in regretful tone and you start thinking that it is an experience you should have known 

before, so you click it and fall into a trap. 

Modal verbs can be considered as one of the hint that detects fake news, because the usage of 

the Modal verbs is extremely rare in conventional news’ headlines. Could, may and might are 

modals that express possibility, probability, something that may happen but we aren’t sure or 

certain about it. This is the main reason why modal verbs are widely used in fake news 

headlines. It’s convenient for the author, in view of the fact that, in this way he indirectly 

provides us with information and tries to deceive readers. 

On the other hand, modal verbs are emotionally charged and at the same time, they indicate 

the author’s attitude or feelings toward an object or situation. For instance, (1) “15 reasons why 

you should never support horse racing” (2) “23 things parents should never apologize for” 
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(news are taken from buzzfeed.com). Here the usage of should expresses author’s attitude and 

how he or she feels about these situations and indicates some list of reasons why you should 

never do this or that, should is also used to give advice or to make suggestions so observation 

revealed that the use of should is most prevalent in fake news’ headlines, because it’s a great 

way to mislead the reader.  
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Figure 3: shows pronoun usage in Trump’s communication (Su, journals.sagepub.com, 2020): 
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Toynbee, M. G. (2006). analysing media texts. Open University Press. 
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Language Corpora in Teaching ESP and Professional Genres 

 

Michał B. Paradowski 

m.b.paradowski@uw.edu.pl 

University of Warsaw 

 

Teaching and learning language for special purposes can pose a challenge on multiple levels, 
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On the acquisition of [OBSTRUENT+SONORANT] clusters in Greek: A case study 

 

EIRINI PLOUMIDI 

University of Crete 

philp0906@philology.uoc.gr , eirini.ploumidi94@gmail.com  

 

RESEARCH GOALS AND QUESTIONS 

This study investigates the phonological acquisitional patterns of the faithfully realized 

[OBSTRUENT+SONORANT] clusters in the speech of a monolingual typically developing Greek-

acquiring child (ages: 2;01.24-3;04.11, intermediate phase of phonological development). We 

study the acquisition of clusters by focusing on the Manner and Place of Articulation and the 

mailto:philp0906@philology.uoc.gr
mailto:eirini.ploumidi94@gmail.com
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

The theoretical analysis is couched in the framework of the THREE SCALES MODEL (TSM, 

Tzakosta 2010) which evaluates cluster formation and acceptability by using the manner (3), 

the place (4) and the voicing scale (5). 

(3) The manner scale  

                      S             F/Sib                Affr           N           L             G              V 

       ----------●-----------●-------------●---------●--------●--------●----------●----------- 

                      1                  2                  
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between the cluster members into consideration. TSM evaluates cluster formation by 

capturing the subtle cluster differentiations. Based on the degree of satisfaction or violation of 

the scales, clusters fall into distinct categories, namely perfect, acceptable or non-acceptable. 

Premise of the TSM is that perfect, acceptable and non-acceptable clusters may differ with 

respect to the degree of their perfection and acceptability since cluster perfection and 

acceptability are gradient due to D (6).  

(6) Form 

a. [pr] 

b. [fr] 

In (6), both /pr/ and /fr/ are perfect clusters since they satisfy all scales. On the manner level, 

/pr/ is better than /fr/ since the D between /p/ and /r/ is 4, while it is 3 between /f/ and /r/. On 

the place and on the voicing level, both clusters are equally well-formed (D=1). A perfect 

cluster satisfies at least minimally all scales. An acceptable cluster satisfies the manner or the 

place scale at least vacuously and violates the other and at the same time satisfies at least 

vacuously the voicing scale. Also, an acceptable satisfies vacuously all scales. Moreover, an 

acceptable consonant cluster may violate both the manner and the place scale and at least 

vacuously satisfy the voicing scale. Non-
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METHODS 

This research is based on the longitudinal data of a monolingual typically developing child 

acquiring Greek as L1. The child (ages: 2;01.24-3;04.11) was followed for 1 year 2 months and 

18 days (Total recording sessions: 55 of 20-40 minutes each. Duration of recordings:18 hours. 

Tokens elicited: 8.667). We recorded the child twice a week until the age of 2;06.08 and, then, 

once a week until the age of 3;04.11. The Marantz Professional PMD661MKII recorder was 

used for our recordings.  

The study is longitudinal, providing naturalistic data obtained from spontaneous speech and 

picture/object-naming. The experimenter (the author of this study) had gathered 400 animated 

pictures which depicted objects familiar to the child (e.g., animals, everyday objects). The 

animated pictures aroused the child’s interest to interact with the experimenter and to 

participate in the study. The experimenter showed the child a picture and asked him ‘What is 

this?’. Moreover, the experimenter asked additional questions, e.g., ‘What color is it?’, ‘What 

is he wearing?’.  

 

DATA 

Τhe child was in the intermediate phase of phonological development. During the early stage 

of this phase, the child’s grammar, prohibiting clusters to surface, employs systematically 

cluster reduction (e.g., /ble/→[be] ‘blue’ age: 2;02.04) and other marginal strategies, namely 

epenthesis (e.g., /ˈtri.a/→[ˈti.ri] ‘three’ age: 2;08.30), coalescence (e.g., /mi.ˈkra/→[mi.ˈta] 
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‘small’ age: 2;08.30) and cluster deletion (e.g., /kli.ˈðja/→[i.ˈja]‘keys’ age: 2;09.13). Due to space 

limitations, the repair strategies are not discussed further.  

Gradually, faithful cluster realizations occur (age: 2;08,08). We argue that the emergence of 

clusters in the child’s speech coincides with the onset of the medial stage of the intermediate 

phase. In this stage, not all [OBSTRUENT+SONORANT] clusters are realized. [STOP+LIQUID] (2a-c) 

and [FRICATIVE+LIQUID] clusters (2d-g) emerge before [STOP+NASAL] (2h) and 

[FRICATIVE+NASAL] ones (2i). [STOP+LIQUID] emerge before [FRICATIVE+LIQUID] clusters (2a-c 

vs 2d-g). Early cluster realizations demonstrate the child’s preference for clusters with i) STOPS 

as C1 (2a-c), ii) LABIALS (2a, f-g) or DORSALS (2b, d) but not CORONALS as C1 (2c, e), iii) mainly 

voiceless consonants as C1 (2b-c, e, g). Stress and word-position are irrelevant in cluster 

production
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h.  ka.ˈpnos ka.ˈpo                  smoke   3;01.02 

i.  pe.ˈxni.ðja pe.ˈmi.za toys 2;08.23 

 

FINDINGS 

 

The child’s grammar does not tolerate all [OBSTRUENT+SONORANT] clusters. The child favors 

certain cluster categories, namely [STOP+LIQUID] >> [FRICATIVE+LIQUID] and 

[STOP/FRICATIVE+LIQUID] >> [STOP/FRICATIVE+NASAL] (>:over). LABIAL/D
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      --------------------------------●---------------------●--------------------------------------- 

More favored                                                                                                                                                                  less favored 

 

DISCUSSIONS 

This case study investigated the acquisition of [OBSTRUENT+SONORANT] clusters in the speech 

of a monolingual typically developing Greek-acquiring child. Our longitudinal data compose 

a statistically reliable corpus for the speech of a single child and provide the big picture 

regarding the process of cluster acquisition by capturing the various developmental patterns 

displayed in the child’s speech.  

The analysis couched in the TSM shows that the child realizes perfect and acceptable 

clusters. The realized [STOP+LIQUID] and [FRICATIVE+LIQUID] clusters are perfect on the 

manner scale. The child realized earlier and systematically clusters in which the C1 was a STOP. 

[STOP+LIQUID] clusters are better-formed than [FRICATIVE+LIQUID] ones on the manner scale. 

The D between STOPS and LIQUIDS is 4 whereas it is 3 between FRICATIVES and LIQUIDS. It 

seems that the child’s cluster productions are governed by the D which the cluster members 

display, namely the bigger the D between the members of the cluster, the more likely to 

emerge earlier.   

On the place level, LABIAL- and DORSAL-initial clusters are well-attested in our data. 

CORONAL-initial clusters emerge later and are sporadically realized. LABIAL- and DORSAL-

initial clusters satisfy the place scale minimaly (D=1) and maximally (D=2), respectively. 

CORONAL-initial clusters satisfy the place scale vacuously (D=0) since both cluster members, 
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clusters (frequent in the ambient language). [STOP/FRICATIVE+NASAL] clusters may emerge 

later due to the low frequency in the ambient language (Ploumidi 2020).  

 

FUTURE IMPLICATIONS 

The analysis couched in the TSM (Tzakosta 2010) showed that certain clusters surface due to 

the child’s grammar requirements. In this study, given that we rely on a single child’s data, we 

cannot make any generalization regarding the acquisition of [OBSTRUENT+SONORANT] clusters 

in Greek. Rather, we provide evidence regarding the process of cluster acquisition. Future 

research should examine longitudinal data of a large group of children. A statistically reliable 

data corpus of monolingual and/or bilingual children may shed more light in the principles 

guiding cluster acquisition and may capture the within-/between-individual variation. Also, 

the developmental process of clusters may be explained by implementing the TSM scales 

within the framework of OPTIMALITY THEORY (Prince & Smolensky 1993) and, by means of 

constraint conjunction, (Smolensky 1993), to be provided 
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Such examples are abbreviations. An interesting fact about abbreviations is that according to 

Cannon (1989), abbreviations have in fact a long history dating back to the Roman Empire 

period. It is interesting how in order to save space on the surfaces where the texts were written, 

short forms of words, especially personal names, were used. (e.g. CAESAR (Julius Caesar), AVG 

(Augustus), GER (Germanicus), PM (Pontifex Maximus), TR P (Tribvnicia Potestas), IMP 

(Emperor), PP (Pater Patriae), NERO CLAVD (Nero Claudius). This style of writing can be 

found in Hebrew and Latin as well. As a result, the tradition of short forms of words in the 

language appears to be quite old, and through online interactions, shortenings that never 

existed before are now more valuable than ever. According to some experts, the intensive 

development of this particular language system began in the twentieth century, mostly after 

WWII. However, the majority of abbreviations and acronyms, especially those coined as a 

result of new technological developments, integrated into the language more rapidly and 

relatively recently. 

¶ For instance, let us take the abbreviation TBH: 

‘TBH” is an interne
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show their attitude against the society or their own way of thinking. After all, Noam Chomsky 

pointed out that the spread of language change is influenced by sociopolitical minorities. 

For instance, let us take the slang term cap: 

¶ Cap 

According to Cambridge dictionary, the word cap means a soft flat hat that has a curved part 

sticking out at the front, often worn as part of a uniform. 

Although the word cap appears to have been used by the black community where it was a 

synonymus word for exaggeration since the beginning of the last century and has remained in 

the language as such since then, the term made its first appearance on micro
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the inflectional suffix “- ing” it can be converted into a verb. For example: “he said you gave 

him the answers of the test” “he is capping”. 

Good news or not, social media’s effect is also prevalent on a societal level too, thus the 

development of slang cannot be separated from the society.  One great example of this is the 

slang term clown and how it became one of the biggest highlights of the 2020 Presidential 

debates in America. 
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a week or so one could come across a plethora of tweets, posts, Instagram stories and memes 

regarding this occasion. 

 

CONCLUSION 

To sum up, have 



69 
 

have a good visual memory and good motor skills. If you are aware that your texting behaviour 

is different, you must have already intuited that there is such a thing as a standard. If you are 

using such abbreviations as lol and brb (‘be right back’), you must have developed a sensitivity 

to the communicative needs of your textees, because these forms show you are responding to 

them. 

Language change is significantly more likely to be transmitted between demographically-

similar areas, especially with regard to race but thanks to the internet, features such as 

emoticons and certain acronyms and slangs have found their way into other languages of the 

world once more pointing out that English is the lingua Franca of IMC. 

While the research is limited and many gaps remain, it suggests that language change is being 

affected and effected by Internet communication and if anything IMC enrich rather than 

impoverish language users and languages themselves. 
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within the well-known environment and even simply walk down the crowded street. They 

are unable to evaluate what’s happening around them. Many blind individuals depend on their 

dogs to induce around from place to position since the dogs have the power to sense danger to 

act accordingly and guide them too, unfortunately, the dog itself gets attacked brutally. 

Humans mostly communicate through non-verbal activities like facial expressions, gestures, 

visual communication, and tone of voice, to communicate their emotions. Likewise, there are 

many thousands of emotions. To gather these emotions, we use big data, as a normal memory 

device won't be ready to handle such a lot of data. And when the machines find something 

new it needs to store those data too.  

 

Emotional intelligence (EI) is the area of cognitive ability that facilitates interpersonal 

behavior. Five components of emotional intelligence are self-awareness, self-motivation, 

empathy, and social skills. EI is the capability of individuals to acknowledge their own 

emotions and those of others. Mostly, people express their emotions through using hands, 

facial expressions, etc., not many words. Unfortunately, vision-impaired people have a hard 

time guessing others’ emotions. Thanks to AI-powered technologies, they can point the phone 

to the person and understand how she/he feels.  

 

Statistics show a difficult situation in this regard; globally the number of individuals of all ages 

visually impaired is estimated to be 285 million, of whom 39 million are blind. People 50 years 

and older are 82% of all blind. The major causes of disability are uncorrected refractive errors 
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(43%) and cataracts (33%); the primary reason for blindness is cataract (51%). Prevalence of 

blindness in Georgia is 0.5%, 0.3% in the USA, 0.2% in Canada, 1.5% in most of Africa's 

countries. The increasing lifespan and aging population increased the numbers affected by 

35%. 

The proportion of the population affected decreased by 37% over the 25 years to 2015 thanks 

to a decline in poverty, a discount of the incidence of certain conditions or later onset, better 

public health measures, and improved eye health services. Their estimate for the prevalence 

of vision loss in 2050 assumed the world population would extend from 7.8 billion in 2020 to 

9.7 billion in 2050. Whilst it is encouraging to work out a continued decrease within the 

proportion of these full of disablement, there is still much work to be done to cut back the 

estimated 1 billion cases of visual defect that would be prevented. Increasing anticipation and 
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According to the survey conducted by the young motivated computer science students at 

Georgian American University, action was needed to assist the vision-impaired student in 

Georgia. Undergraduate students decided to make a move. They started working on a software 

project to build an online classroom that would be adapted to blind students. So, as the student 

entered, the application screen reader activated, and read all the buttons and texts for them. 

At the same time, voice recognition would activate and enable students to submit or delete the 

homework. This means that students would be able to perform tasks on a web application 

without even moving the mouse, and would make changes with their voice. Moreover, 

artificial intelligence-powered technology would read the pdf file uploaded by the teacher for 

them. There are tons of applications that help blind students. But there is none like this online 

classroom. All the great features would be placed in this one application.  

 

Artificial Intelligence is not only a beautiful interface, but also a beautiful technology that 

helps thousands of vision-impaired people to see the world. Yet, it got many things to 

ameliorate, but still, it is one of the best technologies ever created. Artificial Intelligence has 
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within a few decades from now, machines are going to be ready to understand the sensation 

of humans and solve problems accordingly; at that point, diagnosis for psychological treatment 

and other such mentally chronic problems are often treated by the machine. The machines 

may act as assistants to the doctors and may help them discover the problem sooner. 
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